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5/17/23 

RE:  BWA Supports the Municipal adoption of 150 foot buffers in 

accordance with Act 167 (PA Stormwater Management Act) 

 

The Brodhead Watershed Association (BWA) is a non-profit, science based, 

conservation organization, formed in 1989 to promote and protect the clean and 

abundant water resources of the 314 square mile Brodhead Watershed. The 

Brodhead Watershed possesses some of the most pristine waters in the 

Commonwealth & boasts some of the finest native trout streams in the United 

States. 

On behalf of our Board of Directors, and 400+ members, BWA is writing in 

support of the Monroe County model Act 167 ordinance.  As you know, 

municipalities are required to adopt a stormwater management ordinance that is 

consistent with the adopted Act 167 plan. To ease the adoption process for 

municipalities, this model ordinance includes a 150-foot buffer from wetlands, 

vernal pools, lakes/ponds, and streams.  This buffer width is based upon decades 

of research and is wide enough to address the required functions, values, and 

benefits identified in the plan.  The 150-buffer was suggested by the PA DEP to 

assist municipalities in adopting an ordinance that is consistent with both Act 167 

Plan & PA DEP requirements.   

If a Municipality proposes less than the 150 ft buffer, that Municipality must 

provide a scientific rationale, including justification & research demonstrating 

how the reduced width will provide the functions, values, and benefits identified 

in Table V-1 of the Act 167 Plan.  

Or, if impacting the buffer is absolutely necessary and cannot be avoided, then 

equivalency can be used (Attached).  Following equivalency guidance in the 

model ordinance, there are regulatory general requirements for sequencing, and 

alternatives analysis for proposed buffer impacts.  Equivalency can be used for 

regulatory relief to the applicant.  So in the end the applicant is providing the 

functions value and benefits of a 150 foot buffer even if the site plan doesn't have 

exactly 150 feet of buffer.   

BWA believes that the 150-foot buffer proposed in the County model Act 167 

ordinance will protect Monroe County’s pristine & abundant waters and provide 

the most efficient means for municipalities to meet their stormwater management 



Brodhead Watershed Association 
P.O. Box 339 

Henryville, PA 18332 
570-839-1120 

 

Genevieve 
Martinelli 
East Stroudsburg 
Stuart Poppel 
Paradise 
Township 
Barb Roberts 
Barrett Township 
 
 
 

 

obligations.  Similar stormwater ordinances have protected Monroe County’s 

watersheds for decades without hindering population growth or economic 

development.  If an adopted Municipal ordinance is not consistent with the Act 

167 Plan, in addition to threatening Monroe’s special protection waters, 

consequences may include permit challenges, delays, and potential legal action 

and inconsistency with other state and federal and regional stormwater 

management requirements. 

BWA strongly encourages all affected Monroe County municipalities to adopt the 

model ordinance as written, including the 150-foot buffer provisions. 

Thank you for your consideration & your commitment to sound municipal 

planning. 

If you have any questions, please contact the Monroe County Conservation 

District. 

 

Alexander Jackson, PhD 

Executive Director, Brodhead Watershed Association 
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