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The Brodhead W atershed Associa t ion t urns 20 t h is year, and it 's hard t o  t h ink o f a  volunteer group

that  has done more good for a  dynamic Monroe Count y. The associat ion is ca lling for new  vo lunteers

to  serve as st ream w atchers. Th is is a  good opport un it y for anyone w ho va lues a clean g lass of w ater

or w ho w ant s t o  fish in  an unpollu t ed st ream.

The BW A formed in  1989, a part nersh ip  of environmental act ivist s, concerned developers and

in terested cit izens w ho w anted t o make sure t hat  as Monroe Count y grew , it s prist ine st reams, long a

draw  t o  t rout  fishermen and other outdoor lovers, d id  not  become pollu t ed.

St ream w at chers visit  an assigned locat ion near t heir home once every month t o  sample and report  on

the w ater qualit y. St ream w atchers make fie ld  notes — How  high or low  is t he w ater? I s it  clear or

muddy? Does t he w ater have any odor? — and at  home, use a kit  t o  check and record chemical

qualit ies o f t he w at er sample.

Some BW A st ream w atchers have been at  it  for many years. Others move on t o  new  int erest s. So t he

BW A is constant ly recru it ing and t ra in ing volunteers t o  cover t he 285-square-mile  w atershed, w hich

extends from just  beyond Monroe Count y's nort hern border dow n t o  St roudsburg and East

St roudsburg, and w est  t o Brodheadsville . St ream w atch sit es dot  t he Brodhead, Marshalls, McMichael,

Parad ise and Pocono creeks and t he ir t r ibutaries.

Monroe Count y has added scores of new  housing developments, st rip  malls, schools and other

bu ild ings over t he past  20 years. The eart h  moving at  build ing sit es can t hreaten st ream qualit y.

I ncreased storm w at er runoff poses it s ow n challenges. More sew age flow s in t o  st reams and in t o  on-

sit e sept ic systems.

BW A w ill ho ld  a  recru it ing session a t  9  a .m. Saturday, April 25, a t  t he Pocono Avian Research Center,

o ff Route 390 behind The Oaks senior housing center. Or call Darryl Speicher at  (570) 595-9324 for

more in format ion. Learn more about  how  st ream w atchers he lp t o  protect  t he Brodhead and it s many

t r ibutaries. St ream w atchers may be t he first  t o  not ice t hat  law n fert ilizer is reaching an area st ream,

or t hat  a  sew age t reatment  p lant  is malfunct ion ing. BW A uses t he in format ion locally and submit s it  t o

a st at ew ide data base.

W ater qualit y is an issue of concern t o  everyone. Become a st ream w atcher, and he lp  pass dow n a

herit age of clean w ater t o  your ch ildren and grandchildren.
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